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that the duty is not evaded. Wherever neglect Involves danger to others, as in the case of small-pox and othei contagions epidemics, it is clear that the decision cannot be left to individuals, and the State is bound to interfere to enforce rational precautions.
So also the State is bound to undertake trades which are essential for the protection  of the nation against foreign enemies.    Our dockyards and arsenals may, and doubtless do, often make mistakes and turn out expensive work ; but we could not safely leave the building of ironclads and supply of cannon solely to  private enterprise, for there is no such large and steady demand for such articles as would induce a number of private firms to erect works and keep up establishments adequate to  supply the wants which might  arise in an emergency.    In all such matters, therefore, of national defence we must put up  with a certain, amount  of drawbacks incidental to State management, and confine ourselves to endeavouring to reduce them to a minimum, And this is to a great extent within the power of the nation and its Parliament, by applying common-sense principles of  business to national  expenditure,  and seeing that while on the one hand we get as nearly as possible  a pound's worth of work for  every pound spent, on the other hand we do not spend nineteen shillings   uselessly,  because  some  Chancellor of  the Exchequer wants to gain momentary popularity by the ' pennywise and pound foolish ? economy of docking the   extra  shilling off  the necessary estimates.    In private life a man gets on by knowing when to spend as well as when not to spend, and true economy has no greater foe than spasmodic parsimony alternating almost certainly with spasmodic extravagance.    It would be